
It has been over 25 years since congress passed the law making newly manufactured machine guns for
individual ownership illegal. In this time we have seen many new designs that are out of legal reach for
most of us, while interest in NF A ownership has steadily risen. The ban that put a cap on the number of
transferable machine guns still looms over us, but thanks to the creative ingenuity that so many firearms
enthusiasts and entrepreneurs possess we are still occasionally surprised by upgrades and modifications.
An event ever rarer is when a little known example of legal firearms registered prior to 1986 surfaces
and is made available for the first time. It is almost unheard of after all this time for a truly new machine
gun to be available, and in numbers greater than a few tool-room prototypes. Thanks to the ingenuity
of Utah Conner of Pearl Manufacturing and the relentless desire of Michael Shyne of M6 Management
Corporation to bring Conner's 1981 concept and creation to life, we are proud to introduce the NEW,
fully transferable, UC-9 Under Cover Submachine Gun.

in timeline and design to still cause con-
fusion about who designed what, to thisday. 

Francis Warin and Utah Conner
finally met in the mid 1980s and were
both amazed at the similarities in theirrespective 

systems and the original, for-
eign guns that inspired both men includ-
ing the French 9mm Hotchkiss folding
SMG, the French CR39 carbine and the
MAT49. While the external shape was

In The Beginning him there was a similar, parallel proj-
ect being developed by Francis Warin
and Eugene Stoner at Ares Incorporated
called the Ares FMG (Eo/ding Machine
.Gun). It was also being designed as an
undercover submachine gun and was
dubbed a "businessman's personal de-
fense weapon." While there were many
similarities in the design there were also
several differences. It was close enough

Originally conceived and designed
in the early days as the Model 21 and
later re-designated as the UC-9 (!1.n-
der .cover -,2mm), Utah Conner had
an idea for a concealable firearm that
people who needed the firepower af-
forded by a submachine gun could carry
in plain sight. Completely unknown to

Lead nhoto, above: These 2 photos taken only seconds apart, illustrate how the UC-9 can transform from something that
resembles a tablet PC to a functioning submachine gun at a moment's notice.
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~: Utah Conner with his trade-
mark handlebar moustache.

similar, the firing mechanism was dif-
ferent and the Conner gun had more ac-
cessories that made it look more like a
radio available at the time including an
external, telescoping antenna and carry
handle.

During the design phase of the early
1980s Conner partnered up with Tim
Bixler of South Central Research Com-
pany (SCRC) and the production version
of the Model 21 was put into motion.
Very few Model 21s were completed
prior to the 1986 congressional manu-
facturing ban and the project was put on
hold for several years.

Enter M6 Management Corporation

At a machine gun shoot in New Mex-
ico, Michael Shyne of M6 Management
Corporation observed an individual
demonstrating a Swiss Model 57 assault
rifle he had converted from the original
7.5 Swiss round to fire the much more
common 7.62x51 NATO round. During
this demonstration the shooter boasted
of the low recoil of the Swiss design
and in order to make his point he emp-
tied an entire 20-round magazine with
the stock of the rifle rested against his
groin. Having made an immediate and
lasting impression already, this shoot-
er walked the line with a rectangular
brown box carried by a strap over his
shoulder. Shyne watched in amazement
as the man with the brown box turned
to the firing line, grabbed the straps and
in a quick motion the box transformed
into a submachine gun sending rounds
down range. It was at that moment that
Shyne introduced himself to Utah Con-
ner. Conner let him examine and fire
this unique piece and introduced it as
the UC-9. Conner told Shyne he had
manufactured and registered about 100
receivers prior to the 1986 machine gun
ban but these fully transferable machine
guns had yet to be completed. Shyne
immediately gained interest in the proj-
ect and tried unsuccessfully, numerous
times, to purchase at least one UC-9, but
could never get Conner to even mention
a price.

~: Marty Pearl in a rare
photograph holding an M249.
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Every few years Shyne would track
Conner down and talk about the UC-9
but could never get any interest in sell-
ing any, only confirming that he still
had them all and had no interest in sell-
ing them. After trying everything he
could, Shyne offered Conner a deal he
thought could not be refused. Shyne of-
fered to take possession of all the un-
finished receivers, complete them all,
and keep only half. Conner's response
was simply, "Michael, you don't know
how much work is involved." No sale
again.

Sadly, after several years of talking
with Conner about the UC-9 project,
Shyne discovered that Utah Conner had
passed away. The project, it seemed,
would pass away with him.

A New Beginning

AbQy.e.: Byron Starnes (right) and John Mathis working on the mag-well hinge
prior to production of the UC.9 SMG. ~: Byron Starnes (left) and John
Mathis testing the pre-production UC-9.

A few more years went by and Shyne
heard that before Conner died he gave
the receivers to a close friend. When
this friend was tracked down and con-
tacted he revealed he had 76 receivers
remaining and while he had an original
goal of completing the project, none
were finished and only a few parts were
made from CAD drawings he started
based on Conner's original pencil and
paper notes. He was not opposed to
talking about selling the project.

Shyne called on the experience of
long time friend John Mathis, a retired
engineer from the National Aeronautics
and Space Administration and fellow
EmIIla-Gee. They took a trip to look at
the project and were delighted to see the
brown, complete UC-9 serial number 2
with all the parts. It looked very much
like that original gun Shyne fired dur-
ing that day in New Mexico the day he
met Utah Conner, and in fact, may have
been. All 76 receivers and parts were
purchased and the completed UC-9 se-
rial number 2 was contracted on loan
until the receivers were completed.
They estimated that they would need
approximately 6 months to complete the
project.

A team was immediately assembled
including John Mathis, Scott Andrey
Machine Works for barrels, Dan King
for testing and application work and
Byron Starnes for design and fitting of
the numerous small parts unique to the
design. The parts that were non-propri-
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Hollywood Connections

Most people who first laid eyes on the folding submachine gun we are testing here may not even be aware theyhave 
already seen it in its very early stages. There was a specific scene in RoboCop 2 released in 1990 that caughtthe 

attention of many of us who did see the movie. In case you have not guessed yet it was the infamous "Radio
Gun" used by a young drug dealer. In this scene he was listening to his brown "boom-box" radio when he unfolded
it before our eyes and with all the Hollywood flair we are used to, it turned into a functioning submachine gun. This
is one case of the truth being more interesting than the special effects as the transforming submachine gun was the
actual M2l that Utah Conner, Tim Bixler and Dave Boatman produced in their mid-1980 venture. The original
brown gun used in RoboCop 2 is now owned by Kevin Brittingham of Advanced Armament Corporation and he
was kind enough to provide the photos of that gun for this article.

Above, left: An unpublished promotional shot for the original Model 21 as the "Radio Gun" in a scene from the 1990
movie RoboCop II. Ton, ri2ht: The "Radio Gun" from RoboCop II is now owned by Kevin Brittingham of Advanced
Armament Company who provided us with this studio photograph. Bottom, ri2ht: In this day of MP3 players and
smart phones, some of the younger people who have seen the Model-21 have been confused as to what the original
Model 21 was designed to blend-in as. This radio belongs to the author and was a gift from his Grandfather long ago.
The similarities between it and the original design of the Model 21 illustrate what Utah Conner may have originally
been trying to emulate.
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L.eft: The UC-9 is shipped in a cus-
tom fitted aluminum case, slotted
for the UC-9,two spare magazines,
spare dust covers, a LULA Loader
and all tools and accessories for
the laser sight adjustment.

ment and the end cap pops off and falls
to the ground is serves as a distraction,
both visual and in an audible fashion.
This momentary distraction can buy the
user precious time when it is the most
important.

When the 6-month timeline rolled
around and things were moving well,
but far from completion, Michael Shyne
could remember the important statement
Utah Conner made during a conversa-
tion very early on: "Michael, you don't
know how much work is involved."

Ready to Roll

gun when folded but immediately acces-
sible when deployed. The grip / mag-
azine-well was redesigned so it would
automatically close inside the folded
configuration and made it easier to close
the gun after use. A safety was added to
the design and the original "open sear"
design was improved as well,

The last outward change that was
necessary to redesign was the large ex-
terior latch that secured the rear portion
of the buttstock that locks everything
together securely when opened for use.
An internal latch was designed and had
no outward indicators visible.

At times an early design can beat any
amount of reengineering and the end
cap / dust cover that holds the folded

unit together is a perfect example.
When the gun is opened for deployment
the end cap drops to the ground and it
was thought a tether or lanyard of some
type would be better than having a part
drop to the ground. Before spending
too much time on this "improvement"
it was discovered that the cap falling to
the ground was serving a purpose that
could not be retained by stopping it from
doing so. As originally designed, when
the gun is opened quickly for deploy-

Today the UC-9 is finished and in
stock. There are several still available
and they present an interesting "new"
NF A fireann with a long and interesting
history. The UC-9 feeds from unmodi-
fied UZI magazines, both 25-round and
32-round versions. Since the original
"boom box" features have been removed
it is wide open to blend in to many mod-
em settings. With a faux, stick-on USB
port they resemble an external comput-
er backup drive and hide in plain sight
on a desk. With a book spine glued to
the top it could be stored in a bookcase
and never earn a second glance. A few
stickers from a hardware story and it
may look like a travel tool kit. It is as
open to adaptation as the imagination of
the owner.

All UC-9 SMGs are shipped with a
LULA magazine loader and a 39-page

RigII.t: Close-up photograph of the
dust cover. When unfolding the UC-9
the dust cover pops off and falls to the
ground allowing a momentary dis-
traction when deployed. Those con-
cerned with keeping the dust cover of
their UC-9 in pristine condition can
easily remove it prior to firing.
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owner's manual in a custom fit alumi-
num case manufactured by Americase.

Open Wide and Say BANG!

With nothing really protruding or
obvious as a "release button," prepar-
ing the UC-9 for firing has the outward
appearance of solving a puzzle more so
than readying a submachine gun. This
adds to the beauty of the new, sleek
design in respect to it not being iden-
tifiable and the process once explained
and witnessed is actually a smooth and
fluid motion. The instructions to open
the UC-9 vary by the strong shooting
side. I will give the instructions for a
right-handed shooter and you lefties can
adjust accordingly.

~: The non-reciprocating charg-
ing handle is slotted allowing the la-
ser to shoot through, unobstructed
while providing it with protection
from damage.
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l&f.t: This photograph il-
lustrates the proper and im-
proper way to hold the UC-9
for firing. While it may be
tempting to utilize the charg-
ing handle as a vertical fore
grip, it should NEVER be
used this way. This grip po-
sitions the hand MUCH too
close to the muzzle.

the charging handle to the rear
locking the bolt back. More
often than not the laser direct-
ly behind the charging handle
will be turned on with this mo-
tion and with very little prac-
tice it can turn on every time
if desired. It is important to
know that the charging han-
dle does not pull double duty
as a forward pistol grip. If
your hand were to stay on the

charging handle it would be much too
close to the muzzle and also cover the
laser sight. The proper place to support
the UC-9 with your left hand is in front
of the pistol grip, forward of the ejec-
tion port.

(1) To open the UC-9, holding it with
the dist cover up, place your right hand
on the lower portion of the buttstock
and left hand on the upper receiver. (2)
As you hold tight and extend your arms
it will unfold, releasing the dust cover.
(3) As it is unfolded and begins to take
shape, when the receiver is in line with
the stock it will lock in the open posi-
tion. (4) At this point the magazine well
/ pistol grip will start to drop into posi-

Time for Live Fire

tion. (5) Supporting the weight of the
UC-9 with the left hand, as you move
the stock to the right shoulder, the right
hand should wrap around the pistol grip
and rotate it rearward until it locks into
place. There you have it. From a nonde-
script rectangular block to a shouldered
SMG in seconds, the UC-9 is ready to
fire.

If you are indeed ready to fire the
UC-9, all that needs to be done is pull Of course we could never have an ar-

~: After the rate of fire testing was through, the target looked as though
it was used during a qualification course. Not a single round went outside of
this B-27 target while firing 20-round bursts from a distance of 10 yards, even
with several shooters. Lgf.t: The view from the business end of the UC-9 il-
lustrates the positioning of the LaserMax laser as it shines through the center
of the charging handle.
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Low

ES

S&B

15 

gr. FMJ 1185

Independence 124 gr. FMJ

WPA 115 gr. FMJ

Winchester Bulk 115 gr. FMJ

Averaee
Rate of Fire and Muzzle Velocity measured at Small Anns Research Test Facility, Fairfield, ME. Using
PACT MKIV XP Chronograph & Timer. Test Date 10/13/2011. Elevation 299' above Sea Level:
Temperature 72°F. ES Extreme Spread. ROF ~ Rate of Fire in RPM (Rounds per Minute). MV =
Muzzle Velocity in FPS (Feet per Second).

ticle on an NF A firearm as interesting as
the UC-9 without firing it and reporting
our findings. It is not common enough
to have a "new" transferable subma-
chine gun to pass up the opportunity.

Since the design is radically different
from most common firearms the first
task was an overview of the operation
of the UC-9 and a review of the owner's
manual so everyone would be famil-
iar with the use and procedures. After
some extensive handling it was obvious
that it was as much fun to share with
new people and watch their face when
deploying it, as it was to fire. There are
no machine guns this writer has tested
in over 2 decades that were as much fun
to handle as they were to shoot so this is
a first.

The way the UC-9 is manufactured it
can safely be carried with a loaded mag-
azine in a "ready to deploy" manner.
Even though the magazine is loaded
and inserted into the magazine-well, it
is folded in a way it is stored parallel to
the barrel and doesn't drop into position
until the gun is deployed. In addition,
since it is an open-bolt firing mecha-
nism, stored with the bolt closed it is not
possible for a round to enter the chamber
in a closed position. With this said, all
it takes to safely load and fire the UC-9
is to hold the top with one hand, pull
the stock with the other (as illustrated
in this article), and pull the mag-well to
latch. When you pull back the bolt you
have a tendency to turn on the laser at
the same time, so within seconds this
innocuous rectangle transforms into a
loaded, laser-sighted SMG, ready to
roll. (DISCLAIMER -Even though the
UC-9 was designed for undercover, in-
stantaneous use, there is not a manufac-
turer or lawyer in the United States that
would allow an owner's manual to sug-
gest loading a gun immediately prior to
using it. Please remember that we live
in a nation that has warning labels on

Right: The end result of firing sev-
eral hundred rounds during basic
function testing. Numerous bursts
were concentrated at the body and
head sections with surprisingly ac-
curate results for an open-bolt,
laser-sighted SMG during daytime
light conditions. The tiny laser is
extremely visible despite its com-
pact size.
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The magazine-weD. When extended and locked it would
never be suspected it is not welded in this position to anyone us-
ing it. The UC-9 is fed from unmodified Uzi SMG magazines
which are plentiful and weD regarded for their reliability.

.

,!:'

hair-dryers so people swimming in the
shallow end of the "good decision mak-
ing" pool will not use it while taking a
bath. Please adhere to all safety rules
associated with any other firearm when
using the UC-9.)

The live fire portion of the UC-9 test-
ing started with some basic function
testing and weapon system familiarity.
This consisted of the test shooters fir-
ing several magazines using the laser-as
an aiming device. (You can be certain
that since we were to be running rounds
through the author's IR Chronograph
Screens to check muzzle velocity later
in the day, everyone would be familiar
with proper aiming technique in ad-
vance.)

After everyone was comfortable with
shooting the UC-9 we set up the PACT
MK IV Champion Chronograph and
Timer and started recording the rate
of fire with different types of ammuni-
tion. We tested the UC-9 with 4 types
of ammo to gather as much data as pos-
sible. The average rate of fire was very
comfortable and just under 715 rounds
per minute. The slowest we recorded
was with the new Wolf Performance
Ammunition WPA 115-gr at 602 rpm.
The complete results are documented in
an accompanying chart.

the gun and sight down the plane of the
receiver because the stock portion of
the gun is held well below the muzzle
to achieve a proper cheek weld when
sighting in this way. If you were to aim
the end muzzle end of the receiver so
it lined up with the intended target, the
plane of the barrel would be rotated up
several degrees causing your hits to be
VERY high. Based on your distance it
could be from several inches to several
feet. The cure for this is just practice,
practice, and more practice. Holding a
proper cheek weld but looking over the
top of the muzzle end of the receiver
at your target area, you can develop a

This was also a
great time to check
practical accuracy.
We set up at 10 yards
and started firing
20-round bursts at
standard silhouette
targets. Although it
is unlikely that com-
plete mag-dumps on
a single target would
be a standard proce-
dure, it proved how
controllable and com-
fortable the UC-9
was to shoot. After
firing several hun-
dred rounds during
this phase at a single
target it was appar-
ent how effective the
UC-9 can be. Both
shoulder firing and
hip firing were used,
at the shooters discre-
tion, both with remarkable results.

When in bright light conditions where
a laser is ineffective and given the ab-
sence of sights, the aiming technique is
something a little different than most
are used to and requires a little practice
to master. It is not practical to shoulder

~: The most ingenious engi-
neering portion of the UC-9 proj-
ect may in fact be the design and
position of the release button.
The piece you see (at arrow) with
the two rivets is actually a button
that must be depressed to unlock
and fold the UC-9 after use. This
mechanism is designed so well that
it went completely undetected to
numerous RKIs when challenged
to close and fold the SMG back up
for transport.
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ing design, it does have a small amount
of travel on occasion probably due to a
light amount of friction from the vibra-
tion that allows it to briefly contact the
bolt. It isn't forceful or painful at all but
was a surprise to those not expecting it.

Closed for Business

er than try to guess or feel around for it.
We will make it simple by explaining
where it is and providing a clear photo
as well. The "press point" is located in-
side the stock where it connects to the
receiver. It is designed so well it will
still not be obvious by the previous de-
scription alone. To tell it apart from the
rest of the stock or receiver you need to
look inside the stock against the receiv-
er for a flat surface with 2 rivets. This is
the "press point" and depressing it will
unlock the stock from being fully ex-
tended and start the folding procedure.
With this knowledge, please follow
along to the next step.

With the UC-9 in a position where it
is supported by your left hand and the
stock is in the area of your right shoul-
der (1) you can reach your thumb up past
the end of the pistol grip and depress the
"press point" with little practice. It is
important to hold the UC-9 upright to

"point shoot aiming method" that can
be surprisingly accurate. By doing this
numerous times at a known distance
you can train your eyes to triangulate
the proper hold with no sight use at all.
It will not be an effective "sniper" or
"match" gun but these are areas far from
the original intention of the designers.

After plenty of practice runs, we ran
numerous rounds through the UC-9 to
get a good picture of average muzzle
velocities. The average muzzle velocity
was 1,189 feet per second. The fastest
was the Winchester "White Box" 115-
gr. FMJ ammo at 1,226 fps. A detailed
chart with all data recorded is included
elsewhere in this article.

There were two distinct things that
all shooters mentioned after firing the
UC-9. The first was their amazement at
how smooth and controllable it felt dur-
ing live-fire. The second was that while
the charging handle is a non-reciprocat-

If you believe that at this point you
have mastered the techniques associ-
ated with the UC-9 we have one more
important part to explore. Now that it
is open and looks (sort of) like a sub-
machine gun, we need to fold it back up
to its original, nondescript design. This
would prove to be a hurdle for all not
previously shown the instructions in the
previous section.

The easiest way to complete the prop-
er folding sequence is to first examine
the placement of the "press point" rath-

Small Arms Review. Vol. 15, No.4. January, 2012 35



Visit SAR on line at: www.smallarmsreview.com

close it, not upside-down looking into
the hollow stock cavity. The next step
(2) is to hold the stock with your right
hand, and holding it in a position so the
now empty dust cover slot is open is up,
slowly fold the 2 sides together. The
pistol grip will freely swing down (3) if
this is being done correctly and you will
feel little or no resistance. When com-
pletely closed (4) the dust cover can be
installed (5) by placing the angled lip on
the bottom of the dust cover into the slot
on the buttstock and pushing down firm-
ly to lock it in place. It is now ready to
be hidden in plain sight again and only
seconds from use.

How Hidden is Hidden?

The first test all who were in the writ-
ers office at the same time as the UC-9
were subjected to was a simple "pass
me {hat machine gun" statement while
pointing to the bookcase. It just sat side-
ways, across the top of one row of books
with nothing to conceal it. Everyone
would glance at the bookcase and then
start to look around it for something that
looked like a submachine gun. Even by
doing nothing special it blends in and
that is with people looking for a gun.
This speaks volumes, no pun intended.

A:b..Q.Y-e.: The trigger-guard folds. forward during closing as illustrated here.
This complex design even includes a trigger that also folds forward allowing
the mag-well to rest parallel to the barrel when closed.

mentioned, the gun is fun and func-
tions well. It is very well made and
looks great. All mechanisms relating
to the function and concealment work
like they should. This is not a "work
in progress" but a final product in full
form. The UC-9 SMGs are currently
available and the numbers are in the low
high 40s to low 50s at the time of this
writing. At a cost of $12,500 with own-
er financing available directly from M6
Management Corporation, those num-
bers are sure to be dropping at a rapid
pace. Whether you may be interested
in one as an investment, as a part of his-
tory, as a Hollywood film fan or as a
closet "super secret squirrel spy gadget"
aficionado, the UC-9 is certain to make
you smile when you receive yours.

Conclusions

The UC-9 is one of the most interest-
ing pieces this writer has had the oppor-
tunity to test and share with the readers
of Small Arms Review to date. That is
not said lightly either. We have cov-
ered several aspects of the gun culture
here and they are all equally important.
There is a fantastic historical aspect to
this gun that has not been completely
reported in the past to our knowledge
and if we don't examine our own his-
tory in this industry we are doomed to
repeat things that may be unnecessary
in order to advance. The relationships
of those who brought us the UC-9 are
fascinating to say the least. It is a story
of completely unrelated parallel designs
happening at the same time between
Utah Conner of Pearl Manufacturing
with his Model 21 and Francis Warin
of ARES Incorporated with their ARES
FMG. Some of the others involved in
different areas including Eugene Ston-
er, Tim Bixler and Dave Boatman are
names we recognize from other projects

UC.9 SMG Source

Full Auto Classics
Ph: (877) 437-0251

Email: sales@fullautoclassics.com
Website: www .FullAutoClassics.com

they have been involved in, within the
firearms industry and all bring a lot of
experience to the end projects. Another
interesting aspect of this study is the
tie to Hollywood with the RoboCop 2
Radio Gun placement. Never knowing
what is fact and what is fiction or spe-
cial effects in the movies, it is always
amazing to find out that something as
neat and "far fetched" as a boom-box
radio that almost instantly transforms
into a submachine gun is in the "fact"
category. Another angle that makes this
article a little more exciting than a sim-
ple historical piece is that these UC-9
submachine guns are actually transfer-
able machine guns and are available for
sale at this time. We have reported over
the years of several "after the fact" trea-
sures, but this one is a little ahead of the
curve for a change. Finally, it just pegs
the "neat meter" at 11. I doubt there are
many of us, regardless of our specific
discipline or area of NFA interest who
doesn't smile a little at the notion of this
creative, folding, covert submachine
gun.

Aside from all the other important
aspects of the UC-9 project previously
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